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Peri11I11sy~vania System of School Assessment (/PS-SA)
fAsked 

English Language Arts Assessment, April 22-26, 2024 
]Questions Mathematics • Assessment, April 29::_May 10, 2024 
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GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUTTHEPSSA Confidentiality agreements must be signec;t and ho 
copies of the assessments or notes about a.s1essmentWhich school~ p~r.tic~pate? 
items will be permittecl'to leave the schoGI. If after 

All sd'loGI clistricts and charter schools participate in reviewing the test,. parents or guardians find th~ .
the assessments. Nonpublic and private schools may test to be in conflict with the.fr religious bell efaf'ld 
also participate on a voluntary basis. wish their student(sJ to be excused from the tes,t, the 
Which students take the assessments? right oftheparents or 9uardians wilf not be denied 

upon written request t0 the applicable school districtExcept for a very few students who meet specific 
Superintendent, charter school Chief Exemtive Officer,criteria for participation in an alternate assessment, all 
or AVtS Director. Parents or guardians should ccmtactstudents are fnduded in the assessments as outlined 
their child's school to make arrangements to review thebelow; 
test. 

ELA&, Mathematics-Grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 
RepoD'tTesting IrregularitiesSderice-Grades 4 c:1nd 8 
Parents/guarclians whiD believe that a testin9 irregularity 

Who de¢ided what the assessments should may helve Q(curred m;:iy ef:l:lail ra-edirregularities@pa.gov
measore? or ca'IJ 84'f.~M$~'i ·i$£il ·tote~<lirtf trie-/ricidf~nt, 
Gr01;1~s Gf (aa.l;1oators from all levels of education in 

INFOR!VlA.iJilJ.(i).i\f.J,\l~.~(Jif THE l;NGLiSHtANGUAGEPennsylvani'a chose the areas of knowledge and skills 
ARTS Assft.$S'lil~Nt f9rc;1des 3tliro~-~ll 8)upon Whfqh,the assessments ~re based. The groups 

indwdecl ·tec1@h~rs, supervisors; curricl;llum ciirectors, Howloil.g tfoesth.e assessmenUake? 
and Goll~ge sped,:ii/sts. ihey a.lso reviewed, edited, and The enl irf;i Hnf!!l'isrr-Lar,i§J1;Jage Arts.a&;sesstn(mt takes . 
app1F0Ve<if ,the te.s,-t items. . apr,>re~im~•te·ly three 't0 tbl:lr hours to q ))mpfete. Your 

•sc.h00I <dis•tr,ic;:t '.wlfi inform yel!l atiout Hie as$essmentWho admil\1\ster-$ the asses~rnents·? 
scfue<;li;il\~. • 

Ec!C:fl scih@l.il1~fu$(;)B.811•1lfue r.ers0n.(s} who Will administer 
the at se,ss)rrii~Mt~;./ :m mest e'.clses, trie.se are teachers iii Whatcle¢s'.tf.i.e assess'f'rtemt -in('.1 ude? 
the stw~I,ImMf tlt~'lt@JiA$, ffia d~~i!J~~rlit w¢·fiTil;p.>l~.t~f tli!iree Be4HCi>ilS .Gf CiJ.i;.res,ti,cms for 

the ~ljl@l/$·fu :4a!1i,W·~a!1J,~.Arh; tr$·sessJilil;@f:lL S~m(il f;?Gr-tiqnsH9w a.~.e. !~~~••f.~~.tXif~·,J!~p,~rt~df 
Will -~r·tl-i~.S·atim,@fiilr iil)I ~~tiGf~'.rnts, arid 5())fifl0 wii:I G0Mi.st 

TWf)·tGJ~i;<?:$.: ¢.f.ip.:~iri.cd:iMi'<!ft!!af~t1M,ler,1t rep~rt for all of cdiftf~li~A~ @r.Ql:WJ~s @f @J'il.l~;t i'@m?',
cisS~}lif'l~f:lit.i~•:,~ iW·~,~ ~~f.iH.o a'lif' s0h00ts an€! d.istrk:ts that 

Wfua~,~~p,es iif'tfqes:ti~R.$ ·&t-e (\)fl ·the asse~sment?~::~!!t1t::~~,:r~~~r;~;:.·i:::tti::i1r:;~:i;e~:! Stud~A:t:s r.e.s,w.cf l'i0' te fi11i iJiTlii~'f:e,..0h0ider. eviden~e~~ased 
any re~EJ:rsh~{l)i!ft ,jJii·Gllv.i:~:i;iifl, ~ci-JiTtl es 'ii'l(iilWii:f'ecl. se/e~~(!f:,.ti€l•S:W.@•ii1$e,, anqj: '~(i) rn$trl;!Gte~;.;rie-sf10.ris~ 

ques•t.l0ri$:_ lPi,iii•lir:lilll~ip.>'/e-~~0foe (ijt1af1foil, tfue ~~rrect• Sch@0/:,(f:g.y.!;fi;ri;~m$t•tS·W(IJ -~.e W$.~.@fC\lr (iurrkular and 
answeiif~) '!$..l:iM q>se:111 ,fif:~fiTil f0wr 0,f§Jt i@AS. ffivi<il~A@~"'basedplant,f, •• • . . $.:@m@~I'.~J~·trl:~Js ii!Pi@ <i!t.iarter schools 
sele(f}i:e~~.f.e!~~.f;)Sij t!i}10@S1l iWns•ilii~:Ve-tw@ ,r,>a(t$'; arel CJ!maf . .. . . {lli;$ ·f.~~(i(il•$.::(/'.)f:f)i$So/\ t<$st/A'g, f11>r each sch001. 
st1,1€/¢.r,jt$ ~~f$·~,t '!i)fu@ 0).1' ,t,ri)~t,(,,i. ,lf'l~W@f.,S f@t !\lcJ~fii I~~ rt.The s-ta.•t/:iHN-Fili~'J$G' ,fteiia~i; s@h~0'l"'sr1~sdi0GIassessment 
C6"ri$-1/r\tr@t~df;..ff.~ll!@m~e ,qi:H!}$·tfoms t;r,iay i,ri&l~o.l:ea $.hortdata. • 1 

arisW~r {§/isl'@!~,·~~©f le*t d~p)@fiJ•~·erit anai¥~·i$ {(g,r,!'i!cles 4 
May,pareritssee.fhe asse.;ssmet1t1S? throi:i(!lh BO,$fu\!lrf.,,a,mswe.r q.uesticms reqi:lir.e ~-ti;Jclfemt,s to 
Yes, 1,Jmtjfe:r 0n:e dtcW,rn$.t1:J¾6¢, $~~00'leF1tities are compose a bfifof ,r,a.s:p,0nse k> swpp0rt their aAswer. For 

reql!lir,g~,t~ h,;i/J~ p·eql,f~i~,s t~ eh~wre tl1at parents or the text clepen&femt analysis €JWest i0in, $tudemts analyze 

guat<ll i~m,sfJ:i;iVetf.ieriijJht ifi0JteViewa st~hs! assessment a text and 1;1.5.e t;wiQleMce from the reading pass-age to 

in the Sc;;n()>6il e[<),Wty cll!lri'til@ G0Mv~f.iier-iJh<C>wts·for compose an essav, 

par¢m1i$ et g\1ar6Jit\rns ff~flil ·tme tfFi11e te$·t1ng matert:11s are 
re<::~l,v('l~ t6 ·~he e;ncf of tMemake-up sd1eclule in order 
to <!feterm·,rie wheth~.r a state asse..ssment conflicts with 
their religJous belief.This ·is the only reason allowable 
under regulation. 
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How are written responses to co1l'1strncted
respornse items s«:oredl? 

The written responses for English Language Arts are 
scored by evaluators trained in applying an ELA-specific 
scoring guideline. For short-answer questions, scores 
are based on, content only. Spelling and punctuation 
are not included as part of the scoring process. 
Responses to text dependent analysis questions are 
scored based on both content and writing skills. 

What is assessed in English Language Arts? 

The English Language Arts assessment addresses six 
major reporting categories as well as two text types. 
Students respond to standalone multiple-choice items 
assessing language. Additionally, students read a 
number of passages from literature and informational 
genres and respond to questions about these passages 
that indicate both comprehension and reading skills 
and the students' analysis and interpretation of 
different types of texts. 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE MATHEMATICS 
ASSESSMENT (grades 3 through 8) 

How long does the assessment take? 

The entire mathematics assessment takes 
approximately two to three hours to complete. Your 
school district will inform you about the assessment 
schedule. 

What does the assessment in,h.11de? 

Each student completes two sections of questions for 
the mathematics assessment. Some portions will be the 
same for all students, and some will consist of different 
groups of questions. 

What types of questions arre O/l1l tlhe assessment? 

Students respond to two types of questions: multiple
choke and open-ended. In a multiple-choice question, 
the correct answer is chosen from the four presented 
options, while open-ended questions require students 
to compose their responses. Open-ended questions 
generally require students to provide detail in support 
of their answers (such as showing or describing the 
steps p~rfornied to complete a calculation). 

IH!ow are written respo~ses to opei1l-ended items 
sicorred? 

The written responses for mathematics open- ended 
items are scored by evaluators trained in applying 
a mathematics-specific scoring guideline. In 
mathematics, scores are based on content only. 
Spelling and punctuation are not included as part of 
the scoring process. 

What is assessed ill"il Mathematks? 

The mathematics assessment addresses five major 
reporting categories across four clusters. The reporting 
categories assessed and the proportion of questions 
in each reporting category vary by grade level. As 
a part of the assessment of Cluster A, Numbers and 
Operations, students in grades 4 through~ respond to 
a set of questions without a calculator. Constructed
response items may require the students to show all of 
their work (e.g., calculations, graphs, drawings) and/or 
to explain in writing how they solved the problems, 
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~ pennsylvaniau DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Dear Parent/Guardian: 

In an era of cell phones, smartphones and other electronk devioes which can easily photograph and instantly share 
photographs, confidential and secure test mater,ials can be eas!ily mmpromised. Not only is it expensive to replace 
a compromised test item, the material contained in the PS'SA and Keystone Exams is copyrighted property of the 
CornmoAwealth of Pennsrlvania. Copying or duplricail:ing il:he mater.ial from the assessment, including the taking of 
a photograph of secure assessr.nent material, i'S a violatkm of the federal Copynight Act. Penalties for violations of 
the CopyrrightAct may include the cost of replacing the oompromised test item(s) or fines of ~o less than $·750 up to 
$30,000 for a single violation (17 U.S.C. § 101 et seq.). 

In order to ensure reliiable test results and to avoid il:he cost of replacing test items, the Department of Education 
reqrufres school'S to set rules and take certa.in steps to pr,o:tecil: test materials. Electronic devices ~uch as but not 
limited to cell phones, smar'tphones, smartwatches, E-rea'dlers, Nooks, K1indles, iPods, tablets, camera-ready devices, 
and any oth~r electronic device which can be used il!o plf11,G>il:0:9Jr.aph or duplicate test materials, access the internet 
and/or comm Utilicate wit"1 otriers durirn,g Hie adm:inris;tr.a,tii'mri of ithe :p:ssA or Keystorie Ex-ams are not permitted in any 
testing siil:e. Please spea'k wiith yo,wr chiild 1afld let y,owrrchi,kd :knrG>w.trn,at the posse;ssiqn and/or use of a cell phone or 
other electronic device during the adrniililistr-aibion ofthe PS'SA :or ~eystone Exams w'ill result in consequences. 

YomwW ibe ,conta.c::ited1byH1e.soho.@l ,ify;ourd1,i•l:c!I i1s dlis1oove.ne,ci! 1UJs:ilil;g iand/or having a cell phone or other unapproved 
elec:tronk device €1urin9 the admin'istr:atfon ofil:he !P.S'St4. or Kiey£il1one E)(tams. Students who ignore this directive will 
be subj:@d to th1eschool's disci:pl,ine polky and t he IIJ).ep:a1rifJmelTilt of Edu,cation's requirement that the student's test 
will not be s<i:ored and ~he ·s,t-udel'lt will be r.eqU11ir,e@l to r,eitalkre itihle ientire exam. The electronic device.will be held by 
school staff, and the deyice's stored photogra;phrs ;and uither fo1notiions wiill be e~amined with your permission. You 
may request ito be pr,eseriltwhen t he electwrn:ic 1de,v1ioe 'is iexiilm'ined. If a phloto.graph of the PSSA or Keystone Exam 
is dlis·wverea or iiifwer-mission to sear-dri otrn1e,r ifo11,r::t1io11'il'St@f1thee:J.ectronk:devic:e 1is ~efused,.tMe device will be held by 
the school ·staff. The Pernm)"lva,rnia .Oeparitm:ernt of!Ed:ucat:io:n hlol:ds tkie copyri-ght to .all material contained within the 
PSSA and l<eystohe Exams, the Penl'ilsylvania IQeparr:trmernt ((J)'f Education will lbe contacted and further action may be 
taken. 

If, after testing i s complete and test materials have be.en ·11et1U1med, it ,is discovered that a student used and/or had a· 
cell phone,ornther umap.proved ,ele:ctron'i:cdevioe dwJn§ ~he,admir11i-stration ofthe test, the school's discipline policy 
will be followed al'ld the stl:Hdent's test will not be s-cmedl. • • 

EDES Testing Dates 

3rd Grade Only 

ELA - Wed. 4/24, Thur. 4/25, & Fri. 4/26 

MATH -Tue. 4/30, & Wed. 5/1 
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