
MCJH News 

MCSD Home of the Huskies December 2022 
 

MCJH News is a newsletter from Mifflin County Junior High School.  Its purpose is to keep parents/guardians informed 
about events and activities occurring at the junior high each month.  For further information, please visit our website at 
http://www.mcsdk12.org/mcjh/ or contact the main office at 717-248-5441.  
 

Upcoming Dates 2022-23 
● December 13 - 9th Grade Academy Tours  
● December 23 through January 2 - Christmas Vacation - No School for Students 
● January 16 - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - No School for Students 
● January 19 - Academy Closer Look Tours  
● January 19 - End of Second Marking Period  
● January 27 - Act 80 Day - No School for Students 
● February 10 - Shrek the Musical in the MCHS Auditorium at 6:30 p.m.  
● February 11 - Shrek the Musical in the MCHS Auditorium at 6:30 p.m.  
● February 12 - Shrek the Musical in the MCHS Auditorium at 1:00 p.m.  
● February 17 - Winter Break - No School for Students - Designated Make-Up Day #1 
● February 20 - Presidents’ Day - No School for Students 
● March 24 - Act 80 Day - No School for Students 
● April 7 - Good Friday - No School for Students 
● April 10 - Easter Break - No School for Students - Designated Make-Up Day #2 
● April 25-27 – ELA PSSA 
● April 28 - ELA PSSA Make-ups 
● May 2-3 - Math PSSA 
● May 4 - Math PSSA Make-ups 
● May 9-10 - Science PSSA 
● May 11 - Science PSSA Make-ups 
● May 15-16 – Algebra Keystone Exam 
● May 17- Algebra Keystone Exam Make-ups 
● May 18-19 – Biology Keystone Exam 
● May 22 - Biology Keystone Exam Make-ups 
● May 29 - Memorial Day - No School for Students 
● June 1 - Last Day of School for Students - Grades K-7 Dismiss at 12:15 p.m. and Grades 8-12 at 12:30 p.m.  
● June 2 - Designated Make-Up Day #3 
● June 5 - Designated Make-Up Day #4  

*For a more detailed calendar of events at MCJH, please log onto the MCJH website. 
 

Before and After School Help 
MCJH offers a variety of before and after school labs to help students.   

● Math Lab - Math lab is open before school on Tuesdays through Fridays from 7:30 to 8:00 a.m. in room 122.  
Students do not need a pass, and they can receive help/tutoring for any math class and/or work on Get More Math. 

● Computer Lab - A computer lab is open on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 7:30 to 8:00 a.m. in room 
103 for student use and is monitored by one of our computer teachers.  Students do not need a pass to complete 
and/or print any subject area work. 

● After School Tutoring - Sessions will be held on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 3:15 to 
4:30 p.m. in room 124.  Teachers will be available to help students with homework, test preparation, additional 
instruction, Google Classroom, etc.  Students do not need to sign up ahead of time to attend, and they will need to 
have their own transportation home. 



Family Access 
Family Access is an excellent resource to keep up to date on your student’s academic progress, and we encourage you to 
access it regularly.   If you need login information, please call Mrs. Goss, the guidance secretary, at 717-248-5441 extension 
7506 for assistance. 

● If you are having problems accessing busing information, online attendance, etc., tutorials can be found on the 
MCSD website by following the instructions below: 

○ Open web browser and type URL https://www.mcsdk12.org/ 
○ From the menu, click STUDENTS/PARENTS 
○ Click link TECH TUTORIALS 
○ Scroll to location FAMILY ACCESS 

 

SOM and LOP 
Student of the Month nominations are for students who perform well academically and are involved in school activities 
and/or outside activities. These are outstanding students who go above and beyond to make a difference in their school and 
community.  The December Students of the Month are Ava Baker (9th), Miles Metz (9th), Katrina Spickler (8th), and Jack 
Curry (8th).  
 
Leader of the Pack nominations are for any students who may not do outstandingly well academically, but they are kind, 
helpful, and participate, among other exemplary qualities. Additionally, they do not have to be involved in any school and/or 
outside activities.  The December Leaders of the Pack are Jaylin Fate (9th), Isaac Kanagy (9th), Serena Ulsh (8th), and Carter 
Bratton (8th). 
 

Guidance 
Ms. Kristine Johnston and Mrs. Lisa Kile are the MCJH school counselors.  Mrs. Kile is responsible for students with last 
names A-K and Ms. Johnston is responsible for students with last names L-Z.  Please contact your student’s guidance 
counselor if you have any concerns throughout the school year. 

All 9th graders will tour the Academy of Science & Technology on Tuesday, December 13 (the snow make-up date will be 
December 16).  Students will tour the Academy with their American Cultures class for an a.m. or p.m. tour session.  9th 
graders will have an opportunity to get a more detailed introduction to the various programs and career fields offered at the 
MC Academy of Science and Technology. If you have additional questions, please contact your child’s American Cultures 
teacher or the guidance office. 

Yearbook 
Order your 2022-2023 MCJHS Yearbook today. You may order online at www.jostens.com. You may also pay via check, 
money order, or cash. Order forms can be found in the office or outside of Room 154.  The price is $40 from now until 
January 27, 2023. Throughout the year, the price will increase, so order now to get the best price. If you have any questions, 
please email Ms. Corson at rlc31@mcsdk12.org. 
 

Reset Day  
On Friday, November 4, MCJH experienced a “Reset.” As we moved into the second marking period, we decided that many 
of us needed to hit the “reset or refresh” button, especially since research shows that reset days and brain breaks can help 
refresh the mind.  To get started, we first defined what a reset day actually is:  

● A Reset Day is about wiping the slate clean, breaking up the monotony, boosting motivation, and providing 
opportunities for students to develop social skills. 

● A Reset Day is about connecting to emotions. This is a day to build engagement and develop rapport with our 
students. 

● A Reset day is NOT free use of devices, sitting idly, or watching a movie day. 
● A Reset day is NOT more work for teachers and students.  It is switching teaching strategies, and doing something 

fun. 



● A Reset day is NOT an activity day, a day of chaos and free reign to roam the school. 
● A Reset day is a regular school day with a regular bell schedule. Teachers can incorporate their subject matter to the 

activity, perhaps “real life” application, but ultimately keep it light, stress free and fun.  There are no grades, no 
tests, quizzes or “school work.” We are connecting with the students by laughing, relaxing, and having fun! 

 
So, what did some of our teachers and students do on Reset Day?  Here is just a sample of some of the engaging activities 
students experienced:  
 

● Mrs. Fry and Mrs. Matthews combined their Adulting 101 classes outside to enjoy the sunshine and have a fun time 
with logos, symbols or other designs adopted by organizations and used for marketing.  Marketing is one of the U.S. 
Department of Education's 16 career clusters that classify careers into similar skill sets.  Career Clusters can be used 
to help students focus on a particular career path.  Students identified one-letter logos representing people, sports 
teams, and businesses as well as sports mascots representing several well-known colleges and universities.  

●  Students in Mr. Knouse and Ms. Goss' classes played the game 24 during reset day.  To play, students must use the 
numbers given and the four operations to create the answer of 24. 

● Señorita Walser's Spanish II students played Bananagrams in Spanish! 
● Students experienced Digital Breakouts in Mrs. Scyoc’s class.  
● Ms. Freed's classes created Thanksgiving themed decorations to brighten up the classroom. Her 3rd period class 

helped members of Mrs. Wagner’s life skills' students make turkeys, also. 
● Students in Mr. Zook’s classes completed a Lego STEM challenge in class.  Students were tasked with completing 4 

of 18 challenges using assorted Legos.  Some of the challenges included building cars, boats, planes, a tower at least 
80 cm tall, and making their names in Legos.  

● Mrs. Hawksworth’s students played Taboo.  
● Mrs. Schomaker’s classes completed a cup stacking challenge. Students were challenged with stacking cups in 

various configurations using only string and a rubber band. Teamwork made all the difference! 
● The students in Mrs. Leonard’s classes had the option to make cards or play games. The cards students created will 

be sent to William Penn Nursing Home for the residents.  
● Ms. Baughman’s classes played team Scrabble during the recent reset day. Students were challenged with creating 

words with the letter tiles they drew and using the letters already placed on the game board. 
 

Pictured below are some photos of Reset Day activities 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Class and Club Highlights 
● The Conservation Club helped plant over 50 trees and shrubs along Kish 
Creek in Belleville on Nov. 7. Max Yoder and Adan Daubert (left photo) were 
among students who helped the Mifflin County Conservation District with the 
project. To the left, Ciara Miller, Adriyanna Hutchison, and Madison Mowrey are 
seen planting a tree by the creek. Members of Trout Unlimited also helped with 
the project aimed at providing better cover and shade for the stream which will 
benefit aquatic and plant life in the stream. 
 
● On November 1st, the Spanish and Art Clubs collaborated for "Día de los 

muertos" (Day of the Dead) and decorated authentic sugar skulls from Mexico! They also learned a little bit of the 
history as well as the symbolism behind some of the colors. 

 
 Congratulations go out to the MCHS Marching Band 

who won the Tournament of Bands Group 3-A Class 
Pennsylvania State Championship on Saturday, October 
29th at Mansion Park Stadium in Altoona.  The band's 
score of 95.01 is the highest score ever achieved by a 
Mifflin County Marching Band.  The Band also won the 
Specialty Awards for Best Music, Visual, Color Guard, 
and Drum Line.  The band also finished second at the 
Tournament of Bands Atlantic Coast Championships held 
at Hersheypark Stadium on November 6th.  Additionally, 
the band won the Specialty Awards for Best Drum Line, 
for the 4th consecutive year, and Best Color Guard, for 
the second consecutive year.   

 
 Students in Miss Confer’s art classes participated in 
“Inktober” again this year. For “Inktober,” students got a 
drawing prompt every day and they were to complete that 
prompt in ink. The students pictured to the left received 
donuts from Dunkin’ donuts for completing all 31 days!  
 

 STEAM Club students built R2D2 droids at the 
November meeting. Students then used an app to drive the 
droids through obstacle courses made from magnatiles. The 
STEAM Club is still open to any student who wants to join. 

The Google Classroom code is tgtcveo.  
 

● Mrs. Lilley’s classes participated in a Veterans Day Project focused on both 
symbolism and a reminder that the holiday is more than just a long weekend and a 
break from the school day. Often, we forget the true sentiment of the day set aside to 
honor those who have served or are still serving in the United States military.   Symbolism is a literary concept 
students study throughout the novels they read, but to ensure that students are able to analyze symbols, Mrs. Lilley 
and her students make an effort to explore common symbols we may encounter throughout our everyday lives.  
With the aim of appealing to a variety of learning styles and increasing engagement, Mrs. Lilley’s students were 



allowed the flexibility to choose a symbol they felt represented 
our military and Veterans. The students then produced a 
symbolic art piece that was later displayed on the white stripe of 
a large, student-created American Flag that was displayed in the 
hallway for all students to observe.  
 

● Mrs. Houtz’s Culinary Arts classes created a full holiday feast to 
celebrate Thanksgiving.  This year, students created six full 
holiday feasts - one for each class.   Each class got to choose 
what they would like to have for their feast and then they 
prepared all of the dishes from scratch.  Most menus consisted of 
the following: Turkey, Stuffing Balls, Mashed Potatoes, Buttered 
Noodles, Buttered Corn, Sunrise Vegetable Casserole, Deviled 
Eggs, Banana or Zucchini Bread, Dinner Rolls, Pumpkin Roll, 
Oreo Pie and Holiday Punch.  Faculty and staff as well as the 
Giant Food Store in Burnham generously assisted with this holiday meal with the donation of turkeys as well as 
monetary contributions.  The classes sincerely thank all of those who contributed to this wonderful holiday feast! 

 

 
 
 

Athletic News 
● Online tickets for all home Mifflin County JV/Varsity sporting events may be purchased at TicketSpicket.com.  

There is a link on the MCSD Athletic website.  Prices have been adjusted to compensate for user fees.  Additionally, 
there will be a cash option available at all events. 

● Senior Citizens, Veterans, and Active Military Personnel are eligible to receive free admission to all home MCSD 
sporting events.  Passes may be picked up at the MCHS main office with proof of ID, and they are good for the 22-
23 school year.  Passes must be presented for free admission. 

● Get the most up-to-date athletic information on our athletic website and by following ArbiterLive! 
● Check out our MC Athletics’ Facebook page  https://www.facebook.com/MiffcoAthletics, and follow us on Twitter 

@MCHuskySports for the most up-to-date information regarding MC Athletics. 
● Many sponsorship opportunities are available to support your MC Huskies!  Please contact the athletic office for 

more information. 
 

Student Assistance Program (SAP) 
The MCJH Student Assistance Program (SAP) Team is a group of professionals dedicated to helping to identify and assist 
students who may be struggling with life issues that are interfering with school performance.  The SAP team consists of 
teachers, administrators, school counselors, social workers, nurses, and representatives from community agencies who have 
been specially trained to work with students and make appropriate referrals.  This help is provided in a completely non-
disciplinary way. 
  
Based on the diverse needs of our students, this process may include an interview with a member of the SAP team, a 
counseling group, or individual counseling with the school-based therapist or social worker. Services may include academic 
support; behavior management; drug and alcohol education, prevention, assessment and treatment through Clear Concepts; 
anger management; mental health assessment through the Youth Advocate Program; conflict resolution, or involvement in 
community agencies.  All SAP-related services are free and confidential.  A parent or guardian must sign a permission for 



SAP services.  Any student, parent, or teacher may make a referral.  If you have concerns for a MCSD student in grades K-
12, please contact an administrator, school counselor, or school nurse. 

 Box Tops and Weis 4 School Rewards 
● Box Tops - MCJH still receives rewards from Box Tops. The program is now digital and uses a receipt-scan app 

format. The app is free and available for download on the App Store or at Google Play.  Since July 1, we have raised 
$68.70.  Thank you for all of your help! Information is also located on the MCJH website. 

● Weis 4 School Rewards - Our school is partnering with Weis Markets in the Weis 4 School program. When you 
shop at Weis, scan the barcode below to register your Weis Club Card. Once your card has been registered, you are 
in the program and do not need to scan the barcode again. Every time you shop, our school will be awarded points 
for qualifying purchases, which will be converted into cash at the end of the year. Gas, lottery tickets, postage, 
alcohol, tobacco, and other products prohibited by law are excluded from any qualifying purchases. Please share our 
unique barcode with your friends and family, so they can earn points for our school, too! Eligible points from the 
beginning of the program will be added retroactively. Thank you in advance for helping our school!  Information is 
also located on the MCJH website. 

● Important Update – We received over $400 from the Weis 4 School Rewards program last year to use for this 
school year.  Even if you scanned the barcode last year, you must scan it again this year to help our school.  You 
will get a message at the end of your receipt to know if you are helping our school.   

 

Follow MCJH on Social Media 
Find MCJH on Instagram (mifflin_county_jh) and Facebook (Mifflin County Junior High School - @MifflinCountyJH) 
for updates, news, and pictures!  Our social media pages are updated regularly with resources, challenges, news, and 
pictures!  

Remember to Run with the PACK  
     Be ResPonsible 

Act SAfely 
Have Character 

MaKe a Difference 
 

“If speaking kindly to plants helps them grow,  
imagine what speaking kindly to humans can do!” 

~ Karen Salmansohn 
 

MCJH Contact Information 
Phone: 717-248-5441  

Fax 717-242-5806 
Ms. Angela L. Stewart, Principal alp54@mcsdk12.org 



Mrs. Jennifer S. Macknair, Assistant Principal jsm33@mcsdk12.org 
Mr. Shain A. Hosterman, Assistant Principal sah59@mcsdk12.org 

 

 

 


