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No matter 

your age, 

college costs 

will affect you 

sooner or 

later.  Even 

those who do 

not go to 

college still 

have to pay 

taxes which fund college aid, and it 

is common knowledge that college 

is not cheap.  Some people are 

lucky enough to have their parents 

pay for their secondary education, 

but most have the burden of paying 

for college, or at least part of it, by 

themselves.  

The average attendance 

of a college is four years, and ac-

cording to College Tuition Planner at 

Salary.com, the average cost of 

attending a public college in Pennsyl-

vania is around $13,500 a year 

which means that directly out of 

college, one would already be 

$54,000 in debt if the cost did not 

increase year to year.  Private col-

leges can run up to $61,520 a year, 
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CO U N T E R I N G  T H E  CO S T O F  CO L L E G E   

Conõt on p. 2 

By Ian James 

 Julian Jerzerick is the 

salutatorian for the class of 2009.  

He is the son of Peter and Irma 

Jerzerick of Lewistown.   

 Throughout his high 

school career, Jerzerick has been 

extremely involved in a number of 

activities.  He has been a long-time 

participant in football, the strength 

and conditioning program, and 

spring track and field.  Also, Jerze-

rick is the president of the senior 

class and the National Honor Soci-

ety.  When asked which class 

helped him the most during his 

time here at Lewistown High 

School, Jerzerick said, òAP Calc, 

because it has helped me to vali-
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Julian Jerzerick 
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Travis Ramsey 

Honor Graduate 

which adds up to almost a quarter of 

a million dollars in college debt. The 

price of college deters some from 

attending, but an average of 15.9 

million people in the United States 

bite the pricey bullet and attend 

either a college or a university ac-

cording to the 2004 U.S Census.  

Those who decide to take 

the challenge often end up taking 

out multiple loans and working two, 

three, or even four jobs while attend-

ing college to pay their way through.  

Payments on these loans usually do 

not start until six months after 

graduation, but with the interest 

rates, one can guarantee they will 

pay back a decent amount more 

than they took out.  Most students 

are unaware and uneducated on 

different types of loans they take out 

to pay for their education and find 

themselves head over heels in debt.  

So how does one avoid this costly 

situation and still receive a college 

education?  The answer lies in schol-

arships, financial aid, and grants. 

Coty Snyder is just one 

Conõt on p. 3 

The honor graduate for 

the class of 2009 is Travis Ramsey.  

Ramsey lives in Hawstone and is the 

son of Theodore and Doris Ramsey.  

Ramsey states that he has had to 

work hard for his grades and that his 

success has come from his dedica-

tion, patience and the good teachers 

he has had to help him throughout 

the years.  Ramsey said he spends a 

lot of time studying, but also enjoys 

watching television and occasionally 

playing video games at home.   

Ramseyõs advice to all 

underclassmen is to beware that if 

you make a sarcastic comment to 

Mrs. Lodanosky at any point in her 

class, you can expect her to repeat 

The valedictorian for the 

class of 2009 is Martha Smolcic.  

Martha is the daughter of John and 

Lois Smolcic.  Martha has always 

been a stellar student and attrib-

utes some of her success to the 

intelligence passed down in her 

genes and also to the hard work 

she puts into her grades.   

Not only does Martha 

excel in academics but is involved 

in extracurricular activities as well 

such as French club and the LORE 

staff.  She says both of these have 

been very rewarding in different 

ways. French club has helped to 

further Smolcicõs knowledge of the 

language and culture.  Being on the 



date a course in college.ó  Julian has 

taken advantage of the schoolõs AP 

classes as he is currently taking four 

of them this year (biology, calculus, 

physics, and chemistry). 

 Despite his number of in-

school activities, Jerzerick finds time 

for several hobbies.  He is an active 

member of his church youth group 

and an Eagle Scout in troop 4 of the 

Boy Scouts organization.   He also 

enjoys weightlifting (in his free time).   

 After high school, Jerzerick 

plans to attend the United States 

Naval Academy in Annapolis, Mary-

land. There, he will major in either 

Systems Engineering or Programming.  

Jerzerick received the prestigious 

appointment to the academy after a 

tedious application process that re-

quired, among other things, nomina-

tions from local congressmen and 

multiple essays.   

 Congratulations to Julian 

on his success in activities and aca-

demics, and good luck in the future.   
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KEY  CLUB  KEEPS BUSY AS YEAR  ENDS  
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yearbook staff has taught her to 

work with other students towards 

a common goal. 

Furthermore, Smolcic 

enjoys playing both the violin and 

piano.  She has weekly lessons for 

both instruments.  Smolcic is a 

member of the Central Pennsyl-

vania Youth Orchestra which re-

hearses every week and performs 

several times a year. 

Lewistownõs valedicto-

rian has had many memories as 

an LAHS panther.  She states that 

her most memorable teacher was 

Mr. DeArment who she had for 

10 th grade World Studies. Not only 

did the subject matter interest her 

but she was impacted by Mr. DeAr-

mentõs unforgettable character.  

After spending four years at LAHS, 

Smolcic will be furthering her 

education next year at the Penn 

State University main campus, 

where she will major in biology.  

Congratulations to Martha on a job 

well done. 

 

Baccalaureate 
will be held in 

the LAHS 
auditorium at 

7:30 pm on 
June 3, 2009  

and exaggerate it until you graduate; 

this is a lesson Ramsey learned this 

year in her honorõs English class.   

Along with the valedictorian 

and salutatorian, Ramsey must pre-

pare a speech he will deliver at this 

yearõs graduation ceremony.  To write 

this speech he plans to consider his 

last four years at LAHS and find a 

good way to summarize his experi-

ences and feelings.  Ramsey states 

that he is nervous to give his speech 

but that he will overcome this by con-

tinually reading over it until he is very 

comfortable.   

Ramsey has had many 

great teachers and classes over his 

four years at LAHS, but he enjoyed 

Honors Geometry in 10th grade the 

most.  He says it was challenging but 

also very fun, and most importantly, it 

furthered his interest in math which 

he plans on majoring in at Dickinson 

college.  Congratulations to Ramsey, 

and good luck in his future endeavors. 

 Although the school year 

is coming to an end, the LAHS Key 

Club has continued their service 

with various activities.  

 On April 29, members 

joined students from Mrs. Mooreõs 

and Mrs. Gisewhiteõs classes as 

òbuddiesó at the Special Olympics. 

Although new to the event, senior 

buddy Chelsea Mohr enjoyed her 

day. òIt was my first time participat-

ing in Special Olympics. One high-

light was helping my partner, Olivia, 

in the throwing events,ó she said. 

Junior Ashley Fallon, another first 

time buddy reflected on some of 

the responsibilities of being a 

helper. òThroughout the day, we 

helped our buddy participate in 

his or her three activities. We also 

cheered on other participants in 

their events,ó she explained. 

Overall, both the participants and 

their helpers enjoyed the fun, 

competitive event.  

 With the fun and 

games over, Key Clubbers at-

tended their next activity, Kid 

Connection. At the downtown 

Lewistown event, they ran the 

popular sugar cookie-decorating 
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stand. òDuring Kid Connection, we 

set up the cookie stand, and helped 

the kids that came decorate cookies 

with different colored icing,ó Fallon 

said. Junior member Max Wilson 

also helped with setup, and found 

being part of a Kid Connection cus-

tom to be one of the highlights of his 

Key Club service. òIt was my first 

time working, and I liked being part 

of such a big Lewistown tradition,ó 

he said. 

  Although in high school 

now, Key Clubbers went back to 

their roots with their next event, 

serving the LMS and SMMS aca-

demic awards banquets in the LAHS 

cafeteria. Members served salads, 

drinks, dinner, and desserts to the 

attending middle school students and 

their families. Although it was hard 

work, Key Clubbers did not go hungry; 

they were allowed to eat after the 

service was done. 

 The last events Key Club 

will be participating in for the 2009 

school year will be the graduation and 

baccalaureate ceremonies, where 

they will serve as ushers. Thank you, 

Key Club, for another year of service 

to our community.  

Left, Junior Max 

Wilson and Key 

Club Advisor Mr. 

Fluke serve 

food at a mid-

dle school aca-

demic awards 

banquet. Key 

Club members 

served students 

and families 

from LMS and 

SMMS. 

Left, Katie 

Stahl and 

fellow Key 

Club mem-

bers help 

local children 

decorate 

sugar cookies 

at downtown 

Lewistownõs 

Kid Connec-

tion.  

 

Graduation  
will be held at 
Mitchell Field 
at 6:00 pm on 
June 5, 2009  

By Sarah Peters  
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PAYING  FOR  COLLEGE  

LAHS senior that will be furthering 

her education after her high school 

graduation. She will be attending a 

private school, Chestnut Hill Col-

lege in Philadelphia.  Chestnut Hill 

runs about $31,000 a year, includ-

ing tuition, room and board, and 

other expenses.  Coty received a 

scholarship with her acceptance 

letter for $13,000 for her grades.  

She is also receiving $18,000 from 

combined federal grants and state 

grants, which does not need to be 

paid back to the government.  So 

even though Coty is attending a 

private university, she will be pay-

ing about only $5,000 a year for 

her education, one sixth of the total 

cost to attend this university with-

out assistance and a little less than 

half of what it costs to attend a 

public or state university.  

òWhatever I donõt have paid for 

from the financial aid I receive and 

the school scholarship I received, I 

plan on getting loans to pay for the 

rest,ó Coty replied when asked how 

she plans on paying for her college 

education.  Private schools often 

have more to give in scholarships 

because of their private endow-

ments, which sometimes makes 

these more expensive schools 

actually cheaper in the long run.   

Where does one go to 

apply for a school loan?  Itõs not as 

if students can go downtown to 

Kish Bank or Juniata Valley Bank; 

these school loans are obtained 

through government subsidized 

loans or private institutions.  With 

the ongoing credit crisis, the avail-

ability of private student loan op-

tions has seen a large de-

crease.  Before one applies for 

private student loans, he/she 

should make sure their federal 

student loan eligibility has been 

exhausted. These government 

loans do not require one to have a 

credit score or a cosigner, as most 

private loans do.  Colleges and 

universities themselves offer pay-

ment plans, but do not offer loans 

from the school themselves.  A 

student must fill out a Free Applica-

tion for Federal Student Loan 

(FAFSA) by January 1st of their sen-

ior year and each year they are 

enrolled in post-secondary educa-

tion to determine their eligibility for 

these loans.  The FAFSA form can 

be filled out on online at 

www.fafsa.com, or one can obtain 

a form from the guidance office 

and do the form manually.   

A huge asset to LAHS 

seniors is Ms. Marks-Dubbs, who is 

here with all information needed 

for college.  She has said that after 

one has gotten as much government 

help as possible, private loans are 

used to pay the rest of their college 

debt.  When looking for a private 

loan, look for one with a fixed rate 

and a policy that specifies that it will 

remain at the same rate if the com-

pany is taken over.  The private 

lenders with the lowest starting 

interest rates are Discover Certified 

Private Loan (2.75%-8%), PNC Solu-

tion Loan (2.7%-8.45%), Citibank 

CitiAssist Loan (4.74%-10.75%), and 

Sun Trust Academic Answer Loan 

(3.63%-12.13%).  Most private loan 

lenders require a minimum of a two-

year credit history for students who 

do not have a cosigner, but these 

students are charged higher interest 

rates than the students who have a 

cosigner. 

With all these different 

loans, interest rates and other 

money issues, it is hard to compre-

hend how much debt students will 

be in after college and how they will 

ever pay it off, but it can be done.  

Guidance counselor, Ms. Ripka at-

tended Clarion University from 1972-

1976 and guesses the tuition then 

was about $1,500 a year, one tenth 

of the amount students pay now.  

She received some state grants, but 

had no scholarships and had to take 

out one loan per year.  Her parents 

helped with a few costs, but Ms. 

Ripka chose to pay for most of it 

herself.  By choosing to take on the 

responsibility of paying for her own 

college education, Ms. Ripka also 

took on the responsibility of taking 

four different jobs to pay off her 

loan as quickly as possible.  Mrs. 

Kennington also knows what it is 

like to work multiple jobs to pay off 

her college education.  òI would 

work three jobs to pay for books 

and whatever tuition my scholar-

ship did not pay.ó  She received a 

scholarship for $1,500 per semes-

ter for being on the Deanõs List for 

her first four years at Coastal Caro-

lina University in Conway, South 

Carolina, where she attended from 

1997-2002.  She also received a 

Teacherõs Loan during her second 

semester senior year; she paid this 

loan back by working at a low-

income school in a critical needs 

subject area. 

College can be stressful 

with new academic challenges and 

living away from home.  The cost of 

college is an additional stress, but 

there are ways to pay for college 

and not spend the rest of oneõs life 

in debt.  Students just has to make 

smart decisions about loans and 

gain as many scholarships as pos-

sible.   

Contõd from p. 1 
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projects.  Mr. Terryõs stomping 

ground is not limited to only LAHS; 

he also travels to Lewistown Elemen-

tary and Middle School and Strodes 

Mills Elementary and Middle School. 

But what about all the other schools 

in our district?  òThe other half [of] 

the district in the big valley is cov-

ered by Bill Casner, who is also a 

systems support specialist,ó Mr. 

Terry replied.   These two support 

specialists cover so much in the 

Mifflin County School District that is 

hard to describe the òcommonó 

problems that they deal with.  The 

most frequent issues that occur are 

printers not working correctly, con-

nection issues, and hardware failure.   

 Before becoming a pan-

ther, Mr. Terry worked for a company 

called Sound Technology which 

produced and manufactured medi-

cal ultrasounds.  He was hired origi-

nally as a test technician and later 

became the desktop support for the 

company.  As for working at LAHS, 

Mr. Terry enjoys his position here. 

òMost of the faculty, staff and stu-

dents, I feel, already try to make our 

job easier,ó  he said. When asked 

what he enjoys about his job, Mr. 

Terry replied, òEven when working on 

more difficult projects or problems, 

the satisfaction of completing [these 

tasks] and seeing it work the way it 

should.ó  He also enjoys the satisfac-

tion of helping someone understand 

Mr. Technology = Mr. Terry 

Everyone has been in a classroom at 

least once where the computer goes 

haywire and the teacher is almost 

pulling out their hair to try and solve 

the problem.  Later, when the 

teacher finally realizes they cannot 

fix the problem, system support 

superhero Marc Terry arrives with all 

of the answers to their technological 

turmoil.  But what exactly does Mr. 

Terry do? 

 Mr. Terry is what is known 

as a system support specialist, 

which is someone who responds to a 

wide variety of technological prob-

lems.  He also consults and helps 

faculty and staff with technology 

solutions to various issues.  Addition-

ally, Mr. Terry also maintains all 

desktop and laptop computers as 

well as keeping up-to-date with soft-

ware such as Microsoft Office, Anti-

Virus, Java, and media players.  He 

also assists with maintaining the 

physical infrastructure of LAHS such 

as individual user accounts, active 

directory, security cameras, wireless 

infrastructure and all other related 

hardware such as printers and scan-

ners.  Unlike a lot of other faculty 

members, Mr. Terry does not have 

off during the summer because he is 

also responsible for supervising 

summer interns on different summer 

or use technology in ways to make 

their job easier.  As for making Mr. 

Terryõs job easier, treating and using 

our technology the way it should be 

used is the biggest way to help.  The 

vandalizing of the technology and 

trying to circumvent security just 

gives him extra work.  The only com-

plaint that Mr. Terry has is that his 

office is cut off from the world.  If he 

could change one thing it would be 

that his office would have windows.  

òNo pun either, ôglassõ windows!ó he 

said 

 With technology always 

changing, another area of system 

specialist technology is to stay up to 

date on the latest technology.  The 

most frequent way that Mr. Terry 

hears about new technology is word 

of mouth.  Those around him will 

hear about it and ask him about it, 

and if he is unfamiliar with it, he 

researches it on the web it to be-

come more knowledgeable on the 

subject.  Other ways Mr. Terry stays 

up to date on technologies are by 

reading magazines, keeping up with 

his certifications, talking to various 

venders, and attending department 

meetings.  Whether he is fiddling 

with the laptop connection or trying 

to get a projector to work properly, 

Mr. Terry is always here to help 

those at LAHS with their technical 

difficulties, and weõre all grateful to 

have him. 

WHOõS THAT  GUY  IN  THE  L IBRARY ? 
By Katlyn Weaver  

Left:  Mr. 

Terry, one of 

the  school 

districtõs 

system sup-

port special-

ist, fixes a 

broken  

computer in 

the LAHS 

library. 

Conser-

vation 

and 

Campus 

Beautifi-

cation 

Club 

have 

accom-

plished 

quite a few things this year; some 

of which were for the students of 

the school and the earth alike. 

These include a Kish Creek clean 

up, which produced 10-15 bags of 

picked up trash, passing out cook-

ies to students on Earth Day, clean-

ing the greenhouse, performing 

maintenance for natural planting 

areas, and cleaning entrance ways. 

Also, as we all know,  maintaining 

the recycling centers for objects 

such as plastic bottles, high quality 

paper, and mixed paper that were 

implemented this year. Although 

small, these simple tasks helped 

out many more lives then just our 

own. Fish, birds, and other natural 

wildlife that live in and around Kish 

Creek have benefitted from the 

clubõs conservation efforts. 

 The Kish clean-up pro-

ject was a huge success. òWe did 

not pick up a lot of trash by weight, 

but we did clean 300 yards of 

stream bank and roadside next to 

the East Charles Street ramp,ó said 

advisor Mr. Reddy. It was done just 

in time for many natural wildlife 

animals that are migrating back for 

the summer. Another big project 

that will be in progress next year is 

a roof top project that includes 

making an almost green house on 

the black roof top outside of the 

office. In order to do this, however, 

the club will need administration 

and board permission and a lot of 

plants. This will have plenty of 

benefits to the environment and 

the school, including, òdecreased 

storm water run off, and decreased 

By Morgan Kelly 

A SUMMER  FOR  SAVING  ENERGY  

   

heat load on LAHS in the office and 

kitchen area,ó saidReddy. An-

other project that will be in 

progress this summer is 

maintenance of new plant-

ing on the bank by the 

senior parking lot.  

Those at home 

can help stay green this 

summer by making just a 

slight change in their inter-

net-using habits.  

Instead of going on 

Google.com, go on their energy 

saving, sister website Blackle.com, 

which by using a black screen 

requires less energy to run than the 

typical white screen. Additionally, 

people can wash their clothes in 

cold water, which cleans them just 

as well, and the energy bill will 

decrease. Also, unplugging all elec-

tronics when not in use; will again 

reduce oneõs energy bill substan-

tially. Little things like this can be 

done at home, and a little bit 

goes a long way. 


