mputer use has become avery important part of

the school digtrict’s daily operation and an inte-
grd part of many classrooms. Over the next few yearsit
will play an even moreimportant role as classroom re-
sources and student management become computer
based. Having accessto acomputer and knowing how
to interact with computer systemswill be skills needed
by every student, parent, teacher, and staff member.

Theschool digtrict hasbuilt and maintainsone of the
largest computer systemsin central PA and it continues
toexpandits network. Meeting the needs of morethan
6500 users is quite a challenge. Users need storage
space, accessto theinternet, email, and accessto hun-
dreds of programs. To keep all of thisin order, we de-
veloped atechnology policy and implemented programs
that monitor computer usage.

Students are quite often denied computer accessfor
violaing thetechnology and internet policy. Usudly they
can makethework up later or doit at home onacom-
puter. Staff violations of the policy are more compli-
cated and, in thefuture, could prohibit the staff member
from doing their job.

Teachersand staff membersare presently givenwarn-
ingswhen they violatethe policy. But, a somepoint, the
policy will become more strictly enforced. Itis impor-
tant that teachersfollow therules established. Now, if
someone gets a teacher’ s password, the student will
probably get into ateacher files, a quiz or a test and
that’ sit. But, very soon, it will mean accessto student
grades and records.

by Kirk McMinn
Director of Information Systems

Recently a staff member was found to have more
than 250 MG of illegd files, including a music CD,
Nintendo games, and Simpson graphics, in afolder the
teacher had set up for studentsto drop projectsin. The
teacher really didn’t seem to know that storing illegal
software was a problem and, to make matters worse,
hereceived some of thefilesfrom students. Now it be-
comesaquestion of what to do. Should the account be
taken away? Should charges befiled? Either one of those
decisionswould cause problems. How would teachers
dotheir gradesand lesson plansif they didn’t have com-
puter access? All teachers need to understand that com-
puter accesswill soon become very important and not
having acomputer account will jeopardize their ability
to do their jobs.

Teachersare given an extreme amount of leeway in
terms of internet use and the contents of their personal
folders. In education, genera internet filtersreally don't
work well becausethereis such awide variety of use.
Thismeansteachers can not aways depend onthe sys-
tem to shut them down when they do thingswrong. Stu-
dents cannot download music, check internet mail, or
go to chat rooms, but teachers can. They aregiventhe
extrarights so they can download classroom resources
and communicate with colleagues and parents more ef-
ficently. Itisimportant thet they do not abusethoserights.

Over the next year, the digtrict will start to imple-
ment an el ectroni ¢ student management system. Grades,
attendance, lesson plans, and amost dl student datawill
be done eectronicaly. It isimportant that al teachers
and gtaff havethe ability to interact with the new man-
agement system and maintain their computer accounts
and ills.
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Grab thedigital cameraand get moving with these
‘teacher tested’ ideas.

arcia Leister and Brenda Hagenberger, Special Education teachers at Highland Park, are using the

camerain anovel way. Their sudents are making caendarsto giveto their parentsfor Christmas. Marcia
and Brendatook pictures of their students each month. They tried to take them outside or in surroundings that
would reflect the month or season. Then they used Print Shop to make calendar pages. The children hel ped print
the calendars and pictures. The week before Christmas, they will be put together and bound using the bookbinder.
Each student will present their parentswith a personalized calendar entitled Through 2003 with Me.

elissa Howard, a first grade teacher at Highland Park, first

read the book, Little Bear Little Bear What Do You See? |
with her class. Then shetook pictures of each student. Each child used
KidWorks Deluxeto type asentence and includetheir name. The pic-
turesand theindividua sentenceswerethen laminated together toform
a page and each page was inserted into a classroom book entitled
What Do Y ou See? Mélissaused the activity and book at the begin-
ning of the year to encourage word and name recognition.

=\ rCle or S kille arol Runk, Physical Education teacher at Strodes Elementary, uses
L“I'rg" ot Shalls the digital camerato add to the students' learning experiences.
Shetakes picturesof children performing skillscorrectly and usesthem
as teaching tools. For the past two years, she has prepared a Power
Point presentation that describesdl of themgor physica education skills
taught in ayear and includes pictures of children performing those skills
correctly in gym class. The presentation plays continuousy during Open
House. It is abig hit with parents who enjoy seeing their children in
action and kidswho can hardly wait to see themselves as stars of the
show! Thisyear she created an informationa brochure for the parents, incorporating the main components of the
presentation, complete with pictures and graphics.

ifth grade teachers at Highland Park use the digital cameras to take pictures of their students
throughout theyear. In June, they gather the picturesinto asmall photo abum. Each child receivesan individud
photo abum chronicling hisor her fifth grade yeer.

ifth grades across the district use digital cameras to create Shaver’s Creek books and reports. They use
many variationsof the Shaver’ s Creek theme. In some schools, each child writesareport or narrative about an
event and usesapictureto illustrate that report. Often the teachers give each child apicture
and ask the studentsto write ashort paragraph describing what they were doing or what they
learned on that occasion. The pictures and reports are combined into abookl et and copied
for al of the students or one book is created and kept in the classroom library to introduce

the outdoor school to anew group of fifth graders. by Karen Galbraith

Elementary Computer Coor dinator







