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} Internet Safety Program

MCSD will presentinternet Safety - What Parents
echnology News Need to KnowonWednesdayNovember 15, 2006 in the
= IndianValley High School auditorium from 7:00 — 9:00 PM.
This program is open to the publiarious speakers will
share information on internet safety including:

} We are pleased to welcome Doug Cunningham as

our new Director of Information Systems. Doug has

worked for the past 12 years with the HesSbrpora- - State Police Trooper Dave McGarvey

tion, most recently as their Systemgministrator “| - Dan Beger, TIU 11 Coordinator of Educationdkchnology

am very excited to be here at Mifflin County School - Poug Cunningham, MCSD Director of Information Systems

District and | look forward to meeting and working with Katelin I. Swigart, Mifflin County Communities That Care®

all of you, “said Doug. Student representatives from IVHS will present a skit il-
lustrating internet safety

Doug lives in Huntingdon with his wif&lison and son

and daughterDougie andAbby. Doug spends his free

time coaching his daughtsrsoccer team and working

on various home improvement projects. Doug is quickly

learning his way around the district so please welcome

him when you see him in your school.

Internet Safety posters created by Indiatey High School
students and internet safety bumper stickers created by
Strodes Mills Middle School students will be on display
and the winners of both contests will be announced. Strodes
Mills students will be handing out the winning bumper sticker
to members of the audience.

IndianValley High School ident Forum members will be
} PATI Survey producing a video for an Interent Safety Project. They will
be interviewing parents, students and participants prior to
Many of you have been involved with the Pennsylvania and after the event.
Department of EducatiomAFI (Pennsylvanidechnol-
ogy Inventory) online surveyDE is aware of the tech-
nical problems that districts all over the state are experi-
encing and they have extended the survey window to
November 17, 2006.

“PDE uses RTI survey data in many important ways
such as assisting in local and state technology pIanning,} Computer Training for Teachers

designing new technology grant initiatives, and helping —, . , -
. . . This year we will offer computer training for teachers at
policy makers recognize the educational technology needs : : . .
o . each school. The sessions will take place immediately af-
of schools. In addition, these surveys will allow us to docu- S .
. ) . er school at a location in your school and will last about an
ment progress made in key areas such as integration o . . :
) : A our Most of the sessions will be taught by teachers in
educational technology into classroom practice, impact . .
on student achievement and teacher preparation.” your school. They will then be available as resource people
prep ' when you need help with problenyau should be receiv-
We appreciate your help and thank you for the time you ing information about the training sodXll training ses-
have spent completing the survlyou have any ques-  sions will be announced on the MCSD website and at your
tions, contact Karen Galbraith or Doug Cunningham school. If you have suggestions for training at your school,
please contact Karen Galbraith (717-248-6480 or
gkg26@mcsdk12.org)

Informational flyers will be distributed to the students and
parents, posters will be displayed around the town and ra-
dio and newspapers will publicize the event. Please en-
courage your students and their parents to attend this in-
teresting and enlightening program.
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re you keeping up withTechnology * :

Technology is exploding. It is di€ult, if not impossible, to keep up with all of the new “gadgets” and re-
sources that are becoming available. The following is a brief summary of some of the current and new trend:

in educational technology

} BLOG is short for weblogA weblog is a journal (or newsletter) Educational Weblogs
kept on the internet and intended for the public. It is updated
frequently often daily and contains all the information that the
person maintaining the BLOG wishes to share with the world.
Blogsgenerally represent the personality of the author owtbie
site. The term BLOG also applies to websites dedicated to a
particular topic and being updated with the latest news, views a
trends.

THURSDAY, 11 MAY 2006

5] Sevethe nemst Cick

The following are examples of educational weblogs:
Technology Resource for Educatdfgeblogs, Blogware, Collabo-
rative tools, RSS & Podcasting, web services
http://educational.blogs.com/

Edu-Tech Newshttp://wwwjemetc.com/edtech/

The Educational Blogger Network (eBN) is a community of teachers and education professionals who use
weblogs for teaching and learninigttp://www.ebn.webloggecom/

} WIKI is a website or similar online re-
source which allows users to easily add,

Welcome to Wikipedia, = Ats

remove or edit content. It allows for great

1,151 807 aricles in Engish = Geography

online collaboration and fast coverage of Juaw ™™ e e s oo

Today's featured article In the news

events within days of their occurrence. Thf§:
flip side of the collaborative nature of the §:
site is that entries may be incorrect or
incomplete.A wiki resource, just like any
other resource, should bstarting point
for serious research, not an endpoint anc

researchers should always verify the

content of any web page. In the case of wikis, users can contribute to the wiki by fixing errors and adding
information.Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Pag&s an example of a wiki.

= Montenegro (arms pictured) approves
indey h S

} Del.icio.usis a free service where thousands of people store their bookmarks, enabling you to see what’
trendy and populaBloggers can encourage readers to add their posts, allowing greater reach for &blogger
contenthttp://del.icio.us/
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} A “folksonomy’ is a way of cooperatively labeling/eb pages, online photographs, adb links. It allows
internet users to categorize and label content. The labeling process is called tagging. The labels (tags) help improve
the efectiveness of search engiadiecause the content can be categorized using a fammilthshared vocab
lary. Del.icio.usis an example of a website usfalizsonomic tagging.

} Podcastingis delivering audio content to iPods and other portable media
players on demand so that it can be listened to at this user S learingishand ==
convenience. The main benefit of podcasting is that users

sync content to their media player and listen to or view it i o0 sl ottt e oot et e
whenever and wherever they wish. Because podcasts arefll ... oo oo o

. . . syndchrom‘ze d\g\I:al ad\;dité files fkrom the mtemhet to
iPods, Palm OS , Pocket PCs, or ot!
typically saved in MP3 format, they can also be listened to &S st e B e, o
- : SR b e e i
nearly any computePodcasting became popular in late 20048 e me i & e e ot o
make the download and synchronization process work
seamlessly. There are podcasts recorded by educators

largely due to automatic downloading of audio onto portable players Off treizae: fecae b s

specifically for students. And best yet—there are
podcasts made by students!

personal computers. S —

address for an RSS fee

Software that downloads
podcasts will check the RSS

A podcass content can be anything conveyed by an audio or video filll e s st e
arecorded lecture, a foreign language lesson, a demonstration of bio
principles. Instructors can easily create a podcast of daily assignme
and lectures from class, and publish it for all of their students. There Is a
wide-range of educational content being developed for and delivered by podcasting.
These are few sites to check out.

Learning in Handhttp://www.learninginhand.com/podcasting/
The Educational Podcast Netwdrttp://epnweb.org/

Resources for this article include:

Optymize Glossary www.optymise.co.nz/resources/glossasp

Bytown Internet Glossary www.bytowninternet.com/glossary

Mobile Man Glossary mobileman.projects.supsi.ch/glosshtmlen.wikipedia.ay/wiki/WIKI

Contentious http://contentious.com/archives/2004/10/29/what-is-podcasting-and-why-should-youscare
Podcasting News http://www.podcastingnews.com/articles/What_is_Podcasting.html

Podcasts in Education http://mww hopkins.k12.mn.us/pages/high/acad/mmc/helpsheets/podcasts/podcastghtml

MCSD Professional Developmen¥ebsite

Log on to the MCSD website and click the Staff
button. The first selection under Staff is Professional
Development Courses. This is a link to courses and
certificates offered by the Mifflin County School | N i N e
District, Penn gte, Millersville, Wilkes, and other
universities and’lU 11. Contact Nancy Machmer if o I ‘

you have information to add to this site.

http://www.mcsdk12.og/staf/prodev courses.htm | g s

Download the Credit Pre-Approval Form from the Intranet

ok _POF fles roquire Adobe Acrobat Readr.
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Google continues to add new features to this calendar
Use this site to find out what is new

O Og 1 e http://wwwgoogle.com/intl/en/googlecalendar/nétml

® Google Docs and Spreadsheets
http://www.google.com/educators/index.html
nI a Google Docs & Spreadsheets is a web-based word pro-
cessing and spreadsheet program that keeps documents
current and lets the people you choose update files from

their own computer&/ou can access all of your files from

Most everyone is aware of Google as an online sear¢giork or from home and collaborate with others on a lesson
giant but Google continues to evolve and reinvent itself,, project

Here are some of its most recent additions.

Google Earth

Stf[)q?/le for Edulcators/ ducators/index html http://earth.google.com/
p://www.google.com/educators/index.htm “With Google Earth, your

This Qoqgle resource site mclud_es a teachers newslect(-)mputer becomes a win-2is
ter with tips and features on using technoldgyalso
. . o ow to anywhere on the
has links to how-to guides for Google applications suc
: lanet. Google Earth com-
as web search, Book search, Google Maps, G&odg . o
: bines satellite imagery
and Google Docs. The site showcases examples of how.

maps and the power offis

other teachers are using the programs, in partnersha?Oogle Search to put theg ¥

with WestEd atnfinitethinking.oQ. world's geographic infer : . .: .1 3
mation at your fingertips.” s i 00000 S
Google Scholar Type in a location and fly

hitp:/www.scholargoogle.com %ight to it. Not close enough? Zoom in until you can see it

Google Scholar provides a simple way to broadly searc learly. Click on one of the many layers to see roadways,

for scholarly literature. From one place, you can search . o . .
y P Y ivers, buildings and terrain in 3D vielwsinesses, restau-

across many disciplines and sources: peer-reviewed pr%'nts, cities, points of interest and much maieand ro-

pers, theses, books, abstracts and articles, from acader{%l{:e the view to see the 3D terrain and feel like you are

publishers, professional societies, preprint repositorieTc,i,ght there. Find directions, addresses and phone numbers
universities and other scholarly organizations. Googl nd measure distances fr(;m one location to andkher

i((::rhooslsartr?(fIvr\)/zr?/o(l)l(J)fI2iﬂggrlth?er:§;:crhe!?vant researpplications for Google Earth are unlimited, for both class-
y ' room and personal use.

Google Calendar
http://www.google.com/calendar/render

Use this helpful tool from any computer with mternetUSe this site to look up and study addresses anywhere in
access. Set up a free Google account and then cre

lend d4d d sh | & U.S. and in many other countries, get point-to-point
g?}g;??ﬁﬂ ;qgri ((:)?r!ui,t s:resr:; "g're;tea;ecggbg?airections plotted on an interactive street map, and view
tive calendar by aIIovJving );nyone.you choose to Vie\i‘/satellite imageryGoogle Maps is an online application so it
e can be accessed from any computer shetnnected to

and modify it. See the new calendar features at

. the Internet. Its information can be incorporated into nu-
http://wwwgoogle.com/intl/en/googlecalendar/natnl . . .
merous lesson plans or use it to find local businesses sell-

ing goods or services that you need.

Google Maps
http://maps.google.com/

Our goals are to provide stafith up-to-date information regarding all areas of technglspgre helpful hints and ideas,
showcase teachers and students and communicdtdestafopment plang\ny questions or suggestions can be directed to
Karen Galbraith * 248-6480 gkg26@mcsdk12.org




