
Our goals are to provide staff with up-to-date information regarding all areas of technology, share helpful hints and ideas,
showcase teachers and students, and communicate staff development plans. Any questions or suggestions can be directed to
Karen Galbraith * 248-6480  gkg26@mcsdk12.org
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echnology NewsT
A one credit Micr osoft Word and Excel 2007 for Classroom Use class is being offered at the Tuscarorora
Intermediate Unit. The class will be held on Saturday, February 21, from 9:00AM - 4:00PM and Monday and Tuesday,
February 23 and 24, from 5:00 - 8:30. The cost of the class is $100 and you can be reimbursed by the district.
Register online through TIU11: http://www.solutionwhere.com/tiu11/cw/main.asp or
http://www.solutionwhere.com/tiu11/cw/showcourse.asp?1681
Contact Persons: Karen Galbraith (gkg26@mcsdk12.org) or
Connie Flaherty or LaTisha Hockensmith (814-542-2501)

There are still Office 2007 copies available from the Technology Department for home use. The request form pdf is
attached to this Log-on email and can also be found at https://intranet.mcsdk12.org/fac/forms/MS_WAH_jan08.pdf .

ED518 School Law January 21-April 29        Wednesday 5:00 -8:00HPAE Library

ED522 Curriculum and Instruction January 20, April 28 Tuesday 4:30 - 7:30 LAHS Library

ED528Using Print Media to Support Education  January 21-April  3 Thursday 4:30 - 7:45 HPAE Lab

ED574 School/Community Relations January 26 - April 27 Monday 4:30 - 8:00 LAHS Library

ED592Adminsitrative Internship January 22 - first meeting date LAHS Library

ED558Performace Learning Systems* January 20 - March 17Tuesday 6-9:30 Grace Church

*Behavioral, Academic and Social Interventions for the Classroom (contact Lauren Grego lgrego@plsweb.com)

         Microsoft Office 2007

         Professional Development

Mif flin County School District, through Wilkes University, is one of the few areas in the state where you can complete
a full masters program at one location.  All of the classes for Master of Science in Classroom Technology, Educational
Leadership with K-12 Principal Certification, Educational Development and Strategies and Instructional Technology
are offered at schools in the district and taught by Mifflin County School District staff members. For more informa-
tion, contact Karen Galbraith or Wilkes University’s Graduate Teacher Education office directly. (1-800-WILKESU
ext. 4674) The classes scheduled for the spring semester are listed below.
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        Thumb Drives on Sale

The LAHS student store is selling 1 gigabyte thumb drives for $20.00 each. These thumbdrives work on our
network without any problems. They have the Panther logo on them and come with a white lanyard. These can be
purchased at the LAHS main office or student store or contact Sandy French or Marc Terry at LAHS.

Teachers can still sign up for computer classes. Log on the MCSD Curriculum Links to see the list of all training
sessions that are still being offered. http://www.mcsdk12.org/curr/Computer_Classes.htm
Sessions are open to everyone at any school. For more information, contact Karen Galbraith (717-248-6480,
gkg26@mcsdk12.org)

        Computer Training for  Teachers
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The Broadband Data Improvement Act was signed into law on October 10, by
President Bush. It includes an online safety mandate that requires all schools receiv-
ing federal e-rate discounts on telecommunications and internet access services “to
educate students about appropriate online behavior, including interacting with other
individuals on social networking sites and in chat rooms and cyberbullying awareness
and response”

The law also establishes an Online Safety and Technology Working Group to evaluate
safety education efforts, parental control technologies, and filtering and blocking soft-
ware. The Federal Trade Commission is charged with carrying out “a nationwide
program to increase public awareness and provide education regarding strategies to
promote the safe use of the internet by children.”

One interesting result of this bill is that it replaces the Deleting Online Predators Act which would have required
schools to block access to social networking sites and chat rooms. Educational Technology organizations such as
CoSN (Consortium for School Networking http://www.cosn.org) and ISTE (International Society for Technology
in Education http://www.iste.org) are pleased with the new version of the law. “Educating students on how to keep
themselves safe while online is the best line of defense, because no technological silver bullet has yet been devised
that will guarantee that students are effectively protected.” They also cite “the flexibility that it affords districts in
determining how best to educate students about staying safe online” as a positive aspect of the law.

There has not been any information yet as to how we are to imple-
ment these mandates but four years ago, in our district, we insti-
tuted an Internet Safety curriculum in grades 5-8. The lessons are
taught by the computer teachers. Along with this curriculum, the
Community Service Officers from the Hollidaysburg State Police
Department provide an Internet Safety program for the fourth and
fifth grade elementary students every year. We have also held an
Internet Safety Information Night for parents for the last two years.
We have developed an Internet Safety web site with information
for educators, parents and students that includes lesson plans, teach-
ing videos and online games and activities. http://www.mcsdk12.org/
curr/InternetSafety/Internet_Safety.htm This law will be an impor-
tant one for educators to watch and monitor.
Article Resources: http://www.ala.org; http://www.eschoolnews.com

�       New Federal Law Requires Schools to Teach Internet Safety



Track Santa on Christmas Eve. NORAD is the bi-national U.S.-Ca-
nadian military organization responsible for the aerospace and maritime
defense of the United States and Canada. NORAD tracks Santa’s
progress on Christmas Eve, counts the days, hours, minutes and seconds
to Christmas and maintains a Christmas game website.
http://www.noradsanta.org/en/home.html

The North Pole site shows what’s happening in Santa’s Secret Village.
Kids can create their own story book, play games, read Christmas sto-
ries, write a letter to Santa and send Christmas Postcards to their friends.
http://www.northpole.com/Village.html

You will love Elf Yourself. Upload a picture of you, your kids, your dog
and turn it into a dancing elf complete with music. You can choose the
dance and this year you can “elf” up to five people. The site is blocked at
work but try it at home for some silly fun. http://www.elfyourself.com/

MyMall lets you shop from the comfort of your home, but still get that
shopping mall feeling, by walking around this massive virtual  mall, with
all the major brands, designers, and small independent stores all gathered
in one place. Just click on the store front to go to the store’s website.
Very cool! http://mymall.at

Email Santa Write or email Santa your Christmas letter and get a
reply in an instant! http://www.emailsanta.com

Merry Christmas in Many Languages Do you need to say Merry
Christmas in Japanese? Turkish? Welsh? Say Merry Christmas in over
100 languages at this site! http://www.theholidayspot.com/christmas/
worldxmas/manylanguages.htm

How Christmas Works is from the How Stuff Works site. It ex-
plains in detail the history of Christmas, Santa Claus, Christmas Trees
and Christmas traditions and includes holiday videos and images.
 http://christmas.howstuffworks.com/christmas.htm

Online Advent Calendar Click the date to see facts about Christ-
mas around the world. http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/cus-
toms/Xmas/calendar/index.html#calendar
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Quick Tips

  Microsoft 2007 Office Button

The Microsoft Office Button replaces the File menu in Microsoft
Word, Excel and PowerPoint 2007. It is at the top left of the page
in any of those programs. When you click the Microsoft Office
Button, you will see the same basic commands available in earlier
releases of Microsoft Office to open, save, and print your file.
In the 2007 Office release, more commands are now available,
such as Finish and Publish.

There is also a new command under Save As called Save as a
PDF. PDF means Portable Document Format. This is process
developed by Adobe that copies your document and maintains
the page layout, fonts, graphics and many other features. It is like
taking a picture of your document.  It is useful in many ways.
Since it is really just a picture, you do not need Word or any
specific software package to open it – just a version of Adobe
Acrobat Software. Most people have that loaded on their
computers and, if not, downloading the most recent version of the
software is free. You can send the PDF document in your email
as an attachment and when it is opened by the receiver it will
look just like your original document. Receivers cannot make any
changes to the document though.

The Convert Command is also new. It is right under the Open
command in the file menu. You will only see this command when
you have opened an older document. Click the convert command
to instantly convert your 2003 files to 2007 and use all the
features of the newer version.

We are trying hard to make LCD projectors available in classrooms and labs. If
you do not have one readily available to you, there are four that can be lent out
for limited amounts of time. Contact Karen Galbraith (gkg26@mcsdk12.org or
248-6480) to borrow one of them.


