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echnology News

> Changes in Computer Policies

The A Attorney General Department has added a technology portion to the District Child |
AccountingAudit. The changes in this audit have caused us to make some modifications in;
policies. In most cases, these changes will talextefor the next school yedn some cases,
we have already begun to implement the changes.

1. There can no longer be generic accounts. (zz and dibels accounts)

2. Passwords will be required to be a certain number of characters and numbers.

3. Passwords will be required to change after a certain period of time.

4. Passwords must be changed 10 times before the same password can be used again.
5. After 60 minutes of computer inactivitpomputers will automatically go to the screen sakeachers will have
to log back in to use the computény open work willnot be lost. It will be similar to locking the desktdphis
change was effective May 4.

> Skyward SchoolAdministrative Software and $udent Management System /—
We have purchased the services of Skyward, Inc. as our administrative and student m /-_/ X
ment system. The following categories are included in the purcBasdent ManagementS K Y W AR D
Educator Gradebook, Lesson Plans, Graduation Requirements, Special Education, Health

Records, Disciplinelest Score Import and FamigcessWe are in the process of implementing the system.
There will be ongoing professional development during the summer and on the first In Setvice Day

P> MCSD Desktop Background

Recently a new blue background with “MCSD” in the upper right corner has been placed on all desktops. This
change was made for two reasons. One was to prevent an increasing number of “active desktop” errors on office
computers. The other was simply an attempt to reduce variation in desktop appearances. Unfortunately some
computers are only seeing the desktop background load across the top inch of the screen while the rest of the
screen remains blackhe Technology Department is working to fix this iss@ie.a short term fix, hitting the ‘F5’

key will refreshyour desktop and the entire blue background will appear

Our goals are to provide stafith up-to-date information regarding all areas of technglsggre helpful hints and ide
showcase teachers and students, and communicdtéestafopment plangé\ny questions or suggestions can be directed to
Karen Galbraith * 248-6480 gkg26@mcsdk12.org
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P> Animal Awareness Day

Animal Awareness Day was held May &t the Reedsvill¥outh Park.
It was attended by all of the kindergarten students across the distric
Students learned about farm animals, the foods and materials we ¢
from them, healthy eating and germ safety

Students in Jennifer Hartzfer Buchanan kindgarten were ready for
the day They used their computer skills to create origifiahirts to
wear for the field trip.

Students used the farm and outdoor backgrounds they found in KidPix to
set the tone for their shirts. Then they added animals that they crea
freehand in KidPix or used the sticker features of the program to inse =
farm animals. The images were then saved as a JPEG and inserted l'
PowerPoint where the text was addédith the help of Mrs. LaMarca,
their computer teachethe images were again resaved as a JPEG a
inserted into a MicrosoftVord document in order to flip the image 180
degrees so they could print in a mirror image format. Mrs. Hartzler sav:
the images to her flash drive and printed them at home with an ink
printer on iron on transfers. She then ironed the transfers on to all of 1
T-shirts! They looked great and the students were all very excited to
wear their original artwork on their shirts!

P Sate High School ComputerFair

The State High School Computer Fair was held at Dickinson College
May 19, 2009. The following IVHS students competed in the fair: Chri
Arnold, Zach Hughes: Programming; Cody Rittéra Shaw: Curricu-
lum BasedNeb DesignVinny Brown, Nate Robb: Digital Movie;
Garrett Snook, Dustin Jodelnimation.Their advisor is Peggy Fisher

While the projects were being judged, the students took part in various

workshops including ScratcApimation, Garage Band, Digital Movie, and a tour of the Dickinson carAftes.
lunch the results were announced atAhards Ceremonylhe results of all of the competitions can be found at
http://www.pacomputerfaiorg.

P> KeystoneTechnology Integrators

For the last three years, our district has participated in the KeyBtohaology Integrators Prograifhis is a state
program that recognizes those teachers across the Commonwealth who are “successfully infusing technology int
their instructional practices for the purpose of improving student learning.”

This yeay Keith Yoder of LAHS and Lanielle Reese of SMMS were nominated by their principals as Keystone
Technology Integrators. Other Keystones from our district are Edna Snook, IVMS, Suzanne LaMarca, LES and
Lanielle Reese, Nancy Resslarmagh/Brown/Union/East Deryyand Pat CassndrAHS.

Lanielle Reese, has been selected as a state-level Keystone. She has been invited to participate in a five-day sumi
where she will collaborate with colleagues, share ideas and practices, and strategize ways to disseminate mod
practices across the Commonwealth. Only 100 teachers across the state are selected to pHnixipasds

Summit will be held at Bucknell University July 27-31, 200@p://www.pde.state.pa.us/ed_tech/cwp/
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> Discovey Education's Atlas Videosare short, free, vid-

eos from all over the world. The main topics include culture, gov-
ernment, history and the natural world. Just click on the interac-
tive map to chose a location. Then scroll through the available
videos and choose one. In many cases, the videos can be made
full screen by right- clicking on the video and choosing zoom to full
screen. http://streaming.discoveryeducation.com/hotbox/atlas/
CosmeoAtlas.htm

> Discovery Education's Cosmeig an online homework
help service with over 30,000 video segments, 20,000 images,
27,000 full-text articles. There is a $9.95 monthly fee to access
of the information, but there are free videos as sasapl
http://www.cosmeo.com/explorecosmeo.cfm/

> National GeographicVideo has a huge number of free
videos.The topics includ@nimals, Daily News, Environment, Kids,
Music, Science and Spacdeiavel and Culture and Special$he
videos can all be viewed full screen and the site can be searc>~~
http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/

> Histoly.com offers many videos of their programs. Oftel
all of the videos in the series are available. Speeches and pf
graphs are included on this site.

http://www historycom/video.do?action=home

> PBS NOW programs are available to watch online, di-
vided conveniently into chapters and closed captioned. The vid-
eos are @anized in the following topicginthropology Disas-
ters, Earth, Exploration, Flight, Health, Histptgvestigations,
Nature, Physics and Math, Space @adhnologyThis is a high
demand site, so keep trying if you have difficulty viewing the
videos http://www.pbs.og/wgbh/nova/programs/
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The district has recently purchased a subscriptiowitealThesau-
rus for all of our schools. This is a 3D interactive reference tool t
uses visualization technology and takes a unique approach to
senting the results of a word lookup.

TheVisualThesaurus creates an animated display of words and 1
ings. It places your word in the center of the disptannected to
related words and meaning&u can then click on these words

meanings to explore further

The Visual Thesaurus can be manipulated with a mouse, prono
words, group words and definitions by color and part of speect
translate words into several languages. Through its emphasis on
ration and vocabulary building, it improves reading, writing and ¢
munication skills.

Try using theVisual Thesaurus to expand how you teach and us

cabulary Use theVocabgrabber to automatically create lists of vo-

cabulary from any texfry the Spelling Bee to adjust your spelling skills or even use the online lesson plans to meet
your students’ vocabulary needs.

Several professional development webinars will be offered over the summer and throughout next school year to
familiarize teachers with this toofou may be instantly hookedttp://www.visualthesaurus.com/

Did you know that the Ricoh copier in your building can also be used as a scanner and that you ca
document and email it to yourself or to another teacher in the district?

This cool feature makes life a little easienis is also great for the SMARBoard user who wants to view
pages of a text book or diagrams on the screen. Just scan it and email it to yourself!

1. Use either paper loader to load your document.

2. Click on theScanner Button

3.A new window will appear on the Ricoh scre€he Email tab should be highlighted on this window
4. Below theEmail tab is a list of letters.

5. Find the one that contains the first letter of your last name or the last name of your email recipient
don’t see the name that you want, use the arrows on the right of the screen to scroll through the name
in that correct name to highlight it.

6. Notice that the email address now appears belo&nial tab on the screen.
7. That's it! Click theSart Button and the scan will be sent to the email address that you chose.

Make sure you reset the machine back toGbpy Button. The email will be sent to the recipient as a pd
attachment that can then be viewed, copied, or printed.




